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Disclaimer: The maps in this report are for illustrative purposes only. Representations and the use of boundaries and geographical names on these maps may include errors and do not imply judgment of the legal status of a 

territory, nor official recognition or acceptance of these boundaries by IOM. 
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The largest registered migrant 

populations in the region are 

currently living in Côte d’Ivoire 

and Nigeria (UNDESA). Most are 

migrants originating from 

neighboring countries. 
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DETAILS: THIS MAP PRESENTS THE STOCKS (OR 
PRESENCE) OF MIGRANTS REGISTERED IN EACH 
COUNTRY OF THE REGION. 

SOURCES: (1) REGION AS COVERED BY IOM 
REGIONAL OFFICE. (2) UNDESA MIGRANT DATABASE

COUNTRY BORDERS

WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA REGION (1)

FLOW MONITORING POINTS - ACTIVE

FLOW MONITORING POINTS - INACTIVE

FLOW MONITORING POINTS - PLANNED

INFORMATION POINTS - NIGER

MAIN ROADS

MIGRANTS REGISTERED BY STATES (2)
X M

23,000

2

THE GAMBIA

296,000

89,000



GUINEA

LEGEND

DETAILS: THIS MAP PRESENTS MAIN MIGRATION 
ROUTES, AREAS OF ORIGIN AND AREAS OF 
DESTINATION OF MIGRANTS. 

SOURCES: (1) REGION AS COVERED BY IOM 
REGIONAL OFFICE. (2) ROUTES DRAWN BASED ON 
DISCUSSIONS WITH MIGRANTS AND KEY 
INFORMANTS SURVEYS CONDUCTED WITH NATIONAL 
AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES OF 
THE REGION. (3)  ESTIMATES BASED ON UNDESA, 
FMP DATA AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN 
AFRICA, REPORT 2018 FROM UNCTAD
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An estimated 90 to 95% of 

migration flows in West and 

Central Africa are internal to 

the region (3) 
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LEGEND

DETAILS: THIS MAP PRESENTS THE MAIN 
MIGRATION ROUTES AND LABOUR INTENSIVE 
AREAS ATTRACTING INTRAREGIONAL MIGRATION 
FLOWS 

SOURCES: (1) REGION AS COVERED BY IOM 
REGIONAL OFFICE. (2) BASED ON DISCUSSION WITH 
VARIOUS IOM OFFICES. (3) DIRECT DISCUSSIONS 
WITH MIGRANTS AND KEY INFORMANTS SURVEYS 
CONDUCTED WITH NATIONAL AND LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES OF THE 
REGION
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Disclaimer: The maps in this report are for illustrative purposes only. Representations and the use 

of boundaries and geographical names on these maps may include errors and do not imply judgment 

of the legal status of a territory, nor official recognition or acceptance of these boundaries by IOM. 
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Intraregional mobility is largely 
driven by employment 
opportunities to labour 
intensive areas that may change 
according to the season 
(wet/dry)
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SECTORS ATTRACTING REGIONAL MIGRATION: 
Services (auto repairs, 

housekeeping, etc.)
Mining Farming Fishing Forestry
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DETAILS: THIS MAP PRESENTS THE MAIN 
TRANSHUMANCE AND NOMADIC ROUTES IN THE 
REGION. 

SOURCES: (1) REGION AS COVERED BY IOM 
REGIONAL OFFICE. (2) OECD 2014, AN ATLAS FOR 
SUB-SAHARA SAHEL: GEOGRAPHIC, ECONOMICS AND 
SECURITY, OECD PUBLISHING, PARIS. FROM: SAHEL 
AND WEST AFRICA CLUB SECRETARIAT (SWAC/OECD)
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of the legal status of a territory, nor official recognition or acceptance of these boundaries by IOM. 
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Crossborder transhumance

and Nomadic movements or 

Caravans also account for a large 

proportion of movements in the 

WCA region
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GUINEA

LEGEND

DETAILS: THIS MAP PRESENTS THE MAIN MIGRATION 
ROUTES AND INTER-REGIONAL MOVEMENTS BASED ON 
DATA AND INFORMATION COLLECTED BY IOM AND 
OTHER SOURCES. 

SOURCES: (1) REGION AS COVERED BY IOM REGIONAL 
OFFICE. (2) DIRECT DISCUSSIONS WITH MIGRANTS AND 
KEY INFORMANTS SURVEYS CONDUCTED WITH 
NATIONAL AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN VARIOUS 
COUNTRIES OF THE REGION. (3) IOM NIGER DATA (4) 
FMP MALI AND NIGER DASHBOARDS
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territory, nor official recognition or acceptance of these boundaries by IOM. 
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Inter-regional migration route 
trends constantly evolve 
according to shifts in national 
policies and migration controls 
but the routes remain very 
similar. 

Migrants heading to North 

African or European countries  

travel along 3 main routes: 

1. Western African

2. Western Mediterranean

3. Central Mediterranean

Seytenga
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To the 
Canary 
Islands

WESTERN AFRICAN ROUTE

To Algeria or 
Morocco

To Algeria or 
Morocco

To Morocco

WESTERN MEDITERRANEAN ROUTE

To Libya
Or Tunisia

To Libya or 
Tunisia

CENTRAL MEDITERRANEAN ROUTE
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LEGEND

DETAILS: THIS MAP PRESENTS THE MAIN MIGRATION 
ROUTES, ORIGINS AND DESTINATIONS

SOURCES: (1) REGION AS COVERED BY IOM REGIONAL 
OFFICE. (2) COMBINATION OF DATA FROM IOM NIGER 
(MIGRANT CENTER) AND FROM RO DAKAR ON ORIGINS OF 
MIGRANTS ASSISTED TO RETURN (AVRR). (3) DIRECT 
DISCUSSIONS WITH MIGRANTS AND KEY INFORMANTS 
SURVEYS CONDUCTED WITH NATIONAL AND LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES OF THE REGION. 
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territory, nor official recognition or acceptance of these boundaries by IOM. 
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Main Areas of origin of migrants 

heading toward Libya or Niger are 

varied (based on the data collected 

from returnees to WCA supported 

to return through Assisted Voluntary 

and Humanitarian Return 

programmes from Niger and Libya)
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DETAILS: THIS MAP PRESENTS THE MAIN REGIONS OF 
ORIGINS OF MIGRANTS, CONFLIT AREAS AND INTERNAL 
DISPLACEMENT CAUSED BY THOSE CONFLICTS

SOURCES: (1) REGION AS COVERED BY IOM REGIONAL 
OFFICE. (2) COMBINATION OF DATA FROM IOM NIGER 
(MIGRANT CENTER) AND FROM RO DAKAR ON ORIGINS OF 
MIGRANTS ASSISTED TO RETURN (AVRR). (3) BASED ON 
REPORTS FROM IOM FIELD OFFICES AND ACLED 
DATABASE. (4) SOURCES: DTM, OCHA, GOVERNMENT OF 
NIGER
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INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT (in thousands) (4) Disclaimer: The maps in this report are for illustrative purposes only. Representations and the use of boundaries and geographical names on these maps may include errors and do not imply judgment of the legal status of a 

territory, nor official recognition or acceptance of these boundaries by IOM. 
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Main areas of origin of migrants 

assisted to return and areas of 

ongoing conflict, violence and 

insecurity in the region. 
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DETAILS: THIS MAP PRESENTS MIGRANTS’ ORIGINS 
AND MAIN RETURN ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY IOM

SOURCES: (1) IOM MISSIONS CURRENTLY 
IMPLEMENTING THE EU TRUST FUND ACTIVITIES. (2) 
COMBINATION OF DATA FROM IOM NIGER 
(MIGRANT CENTER) AND FROM RO DAKAR ON 
ORIGINS OF MIGRANTS ASSISTED TO RETURN (AVRR). 
(3) ROUNDED UP FIGURES FOR STRANDED AND 
VULNERABLE MIGRANTS SUPPORTED BY IOM WITH 
THEIR VOLUNTARY RETURN IN 2017 AND 2018.
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IOM is assisting migrants stranded in 

Libya, Niger, Mali, Mauritania and 

Burkina Faso to voluntarily return 

home. In 2018, 28,600 have been 

assisted to return home particularily

through the EU-IOM Joint Initiative 

(or EUTF) on Migrant Protection and 

Reintegration. A  comprehensive 

programme to save lives, protect and 

assist migrants along key migration 

routes in Africa. 

More than 26,900 assisted

to return voluntarily to WCA 

in 2017. In 2018, 28,600 have 

been assisted so far.
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MAIN SENDING COUNTRIES 
(2017-2018)

LIBYA 29,156

NIGER 17,958

MOROCCO 2,333

ALGERIA 1,465

MALI 1,294
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DETAILS: THIS MAP SHOWS  IOM PRESENCE IN THE 
REGION

SOURCES: (1) IOM MISSIONS CURRENTLY 
IMPLEMENTING THE EU TRUST FUND ACTIVITIES.
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IOM OFFICES OR SUB-OFFICES Disclaimer: The maps in this report are for illustrative purposes only. Representations and the use of boundaries and geographical names on these maps may include errors and do not imply judgment of the legal status of a 

territory, nor official recognition or acceptance of these boundaries by IOM. 
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DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO

IOM is actively working in the 

West and Central Africa region, 

with more over 50 offices. 
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Regional Office for West and Central Africa

Zone 3, Route des Almadies

Dakar BP 16 838

Senegal:  Tel: +221 33 689 62 00 - Fax: +221 33 869 62 33

Information management: RO DOE Team: RO Dakar -

DOE Team rodakarepcteam@iom.int or djusselme@iom.int

DATA SOURCES

IOM Flow Monitoring Points (flow.iom.int)

IOM AVRR data

IOM Niger data of regions of origins

IOM Niger Search & Rescue

IOM Italy, Spain and Greece data compilations

IOM country offices (labour intensive areas)

NATIONAL WORKSHOPS ON CAPTURING 
DISPLACEMENT AND MOVEMENTS DATA 
(Capo Verde, Mauritania, Senegal, The Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-
Bissau, Burkina Faso, Niger, Nigeria, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Ghana, 
Côte d’Ivoire, Togo and Benin)

MINISTRIES OF INTERIOR (Spain, Italy, 
Greece, Niger)

UNDESA migrant database

ACLED (security incident data)

OECD (transhumance data)

mailto:rodakarepcteam@iom.int
mailto:djusselme@iom.int

